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The RIGHT Hon URABL EY 
Sr W CAL VER T, Ent. 
| Loxy Mayor of the cy of Lone, 
1 following OR Preach'd at his 3 
| - Is wich all Reſpect IN wr ISE. ; b 
By His Lo RDSHIP'S 
nat Chat wad 


Oblig'd Humble Servant, 


— Ferd. Varner. 
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d in the a3d Tear of 5 
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— chat the Thanks of This 


Court be given to the Rev. Mr. Varner, 

for his Sermon Preack'd_ before; the, Lerd | 

Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of this City | 
"at te Cathedral Church of St. Paul, on A 

2 the ad Inſtant, being rhe Anniverſary | 

for the Dreadful Fire in NOT and 
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Bur Je Mini bt way b; wen” bY Sack- 
cloth, and cry mightily unto Gap. ;-yea, Let 


them Turn Every One from bis Evil W. ay, 
and from the Violence that is in _ 
Hands —, 


HEN we enlarge our thoughts be⸗ 
yond our own Private Perſons, and con- 
ſider Ourſelves as Parts or Members of 
a Community—in the Support of which 

much of our Temporal Happineſs conſiſts we ſhall 

find it is as much our Intereſt, to endeavour after the 

Public Safety and Proſperity, as to ſtudy the Preſer- 

vation and the Health of the Natural Body, 
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E have confeſs'd. that e are now aſſernbled, 
WR in * deepeſt Senſe of. Gop's amazing Fudgments, 
and our manifold Provocations, to Beſeech' him nor to 
s abandon us to Ourſelves”; And we are immediately 
to Pray, that we may ©, Jook back with Seriouſneſs 
« upon the dreadful Deſolation f which a ſolemn 
« Memorial is This Day .made—and that He would 

« preſerve This City from the Rage of Firs, and Oe 
< ſuch Jad Effects of His Diſpleaſure *, | 


Tals is the Public Declaration of 105 Deſßgn of 
this Solemnity ; and if we have any regard to the In- 
tereſt, to the Strength, and Grandeur of our City 
upon which the Proſperity of our Country in a great 
meaſure depends —it concerns us moſt ſurely to apply 
ourſelves to the ſerious Uſe of thoſe Means, which are 


either Neceſfary or * to make our * 
han. : A 


THatst Means we are directed to by the King of 
Nineveh in the Words, before us ; who. made this, 
Decree, that he might prevent the Deſtruction which 
the Prophet Jonah threaten' d, that bes Ak al 
overthrown,” : 


Ir may therefore be very ſuitable to the Occaſion. 
of our Preſent Meeting, to Lead you back to this im- 
portant piece of Antient Hiſtory; to compare it wich 
the vilible Effects of Go 8 Providence 1 in This City; 


and 


L WW 


1301 
and to Conclude the whole with ſothe Reflexions chat 
may be of great Uſe to Us, or of 1 ur Propriety 
to Tan c e * 


* In the Firſt Place, we are to recollect ch Hi- 
oy of oY p's dealing with Wy antient Ninevites. 


Tur City of Nineveh, we are told, was by the 
Bleſſing of Got become the Glory of the whole 
Earth; pleaſantly ſituated upon the Banks of the 
River Tigris; a moſt ſweet and fruitful Country round 
about it; that it was ſuperior not only to all the Cities 
of Aſia, but to all the Cities of The World; and the 
Capital of that firſt and moſt famous Monarchy of 
Aſſyria. It was ſtyld by Gop Himſelf in his Commiſ- 
ſion to Jonah to reform it, That Great City; and in the 
Original and the Septuagint, it is the Great City of 
Gop. The antient Geographers deſcribe it, as a Place 
of prodigious Magnitude and Extent; and many pom- 


pous Expreſſions are made uſe of, to ſet forth the Pro- 
fuſion of ut its Wealth and Grandeur. 


To this Account of Heathen Writers, the Scripture » 
makes an Addition, that it was a City of Three Days 
Journey; and howſoever we explain the Expreſſion, 
whether it would require ſo much Time to walk. round. 


} 


about the Walls, or to make a regular Perampulation | 
hto Every Street, it will ſerve to ſhow that it Was ry 
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the Necedfaries. wk FR Ned of j + Ts this 

Opinion of its Grandeur we ſhall be led by the ſame 
Sacred Hiſtory, which tells us that there were more 

Than” fixſcore Thouſand Perſons—meaving Infants, and 

young Children—that could not diſcern between their 
5 N and ali Doe. 


Bur now * fort of aa did That Great Peo- 

ple make to Heaven, for this amazing and diſtinguiſh' d 
Bounty hy They were diſſipated and loſt in Li- 

ä ... centiouſneſs and Pleaſure, and ungratefully abus d the 
Nlercies, which Gop in ſuch an Extraordinary Mea- 
ſiüure had beſtow'd upon them. Their Vices indeed are 
not particularly deſerib'd; but by what is ſaid in the 
= Hiſtory, and by the Reſentment which Gop expreſe'd 
_ againſt them, it is plain they were Great and Many. 
The Decree of the King and his Nobles, in the Words 
of the Text, would lead one to conclude, that they 
were wanting in all the Duties, to God, their, Neigh- 
MW bour, and Themſelves. And it is ſaid by the Lord to 
Jonah, in the Beginning of this Hiſtory, that their 
Wickedneſs was come up before bim; They were ſo In- 
ſolent and Abandon d, that without a ſpeedy Reforma- 

"tion wag . no Ongar withold his Juden 
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WE — * the 1 * che Human Mind 
ov much ſoever Wealth and Greatneſs may be co- 
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veted, and how neceflary ſoever i it is that they ſhould 
be ſomewhere plac' = win . ig yet they 
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have a Tendency to 8 the Heart of Man; and 
if we appeal to the Behaviour of thoſe; in every Age of 
the World, who have abounded in them, we ſhall find 


: generally ſpeaking that amongſt Them Religion 


hath been made the Subject of Ridicule, and the moſt 
Rational Devotion deem d a Work of Superſtition; the 
moſt Serious Obligations of Life have been overlook d, 
and a Senſe of God's Ton W an idle 


. Ir is not therefore 4 to be queſtion'd, * that the Ni- 


x nevites were ſo Elated with their diſtinguiſh' d Gran- 


deur, as to have Forgotten that they were but Men, 


and accountable for their Actions to an over-ruling 


0 and N 


Power. The School of Affliction is the School of 
.  Wikdom; and as no Calamities had overtaken em to 
Tame the Wildneſs and Extravagance of the Mind, 
no Judgments of Gop from which they ſhould learn 
Righteouſneſs, ſo they gave themſelves up, we find, 
to Vile Affections; to Avarice and Oppreflion, to 

Lewdneſs and Intemperance, and all the Train of 
Vices which are * by a * of n 


1 e of . tis wat n 


aer with whom, at leaſt, the Almighty had not enter'd 
into any peculiar Covenant of Religion: But as they 
1 1 - Were originally, i it is conjectur' d, of the Seed of Abra 
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of the true and living * or by their Acquaintance 
with the Jewith Nation, who reſorted to them on ac- 
count of Trade, they might know enough of Religion 
without doubt, to know that there are ſolid Comforts | 


in Obedience, and that to r would be N 
ſafe nor pleaſant. 


— 

Bur let this de as it will The Almighty left them 
not, it is plain, without a Witneſs; The Law of Good 
and Evil was written upon their Hearts ; and he taught 
them daily by his Providence, and by the wiſe. Oeco- 
nomy and Government of the World. The great 
Book of Nature lay open before them from the Begin- 
ning; and from a careful Attention to its W e 0 
they might eaſily have perceiv d their Obligations to 
obey the Dictates of Natural Reaſon. But Natural 
Reaſon, e may imagine, had no Influence; Their 
Affluence prompted them to Profaneneſs; and the more 
they poſſeſs d of the Bounty of the Almighty, the more 
their Paſſions were gratify'd and enflam'd : He could 
no longer therefore wink at their Iniquities, heir Wic- 
hedneſt was come up before bim, and he ſent his Pro- 
phet to aſſure them that in forty days their City . 5 
be overthrown. A dreadful Meſſage ! and from thence 
alone we may conclude that their Abominations were 
become” intolerable. But the Terror of theſe. 1 
ments which were to overthrow their City, did not 
leave em, as it found them, loſt to all Senſe of Duty, 
and "om ä d to their Vices; No, This Providen- 
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ating which Gob gabe em of weit Danger, 
was ſo brought home to their Heart and Conſcience, 


that it produc'd an immediate and univerſal Reforma- 
tion. The People of Nineveh upon this Believed Gop,. 
they proclaimed a' Faſt, and put on Sackcloth, N the 
greateſt even to the leaſt. | 


Ir it be aſk'd here how it happen d, N Pan 
vites who were Gentiles, came ſo readily to give aſſent 
to the Prophet Jonah who was an Hebrew, we are to 
remember that they have not only been ſuppos d already 
to retain the Knowledge of Gop, but that Jonah gave 
them alſo an Extraordinary and Uncommon Evidence 
of his Miſſion. This is what we may learn from out 
Saviour's Declaration to the Scribes and Phariſees who 

ſought. a Sign of him from Heaven, that there ſhould 
be none but ſuch a Sign, as was That of the hes wk | 
. to che Ninevites . 3 


Tao a n WF UL and the 9 | 
his Meſſage terrible, and of the higheſt moment, againſt 
which their Hopes, their Pleaſures, and their Happi- 
neſs muſt ſtrongly plead, yet the Credentials of his 
Miſſion, you fee, were not in the leaft rejected. The 
fame Tnfidelity, and That Wiſdom of the World, which 
is now in Faſhion, did not teach them to laugh at the 
Oracles of Gop, and to make their Sport at the Affir- 
mw of Heaven. | 2 as We * e bas 

em 


Wy xii. 39» 40. 
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em, to be forc'd from their Pride and Pleaſures, yet 
they did not treat his Threatnings as the troubleſome 
Dreams of a Melancholy Enthuſiaſt, or of ſome Hun- 
gry Prieſt who divines for a Reward. The Evidence 
which he gaye of his/miraculous Eſcape, when the 
Lord ſent him to That City to denounce his Venge- 
ance, was not only a Proof to them that he uns ſent, 
but it was a Convincing Proof likewiſe of the * 
| Bier ofthe Gov. of ee N | 
aus Wg n this View af; Ge den | 
n People of Nineveh, as it is ſet forth unto us 
in this Part of Scripture, we may now proceed to com- 
pare it with the viſible Effects of his Divine Provi- 
dence in This City—confider'd in its whole Extent— 
c the Times in which We tive.” 


And in making this Compaiiſon we he was 
with the diſtinguiſh'd Goodneſs of The Almighty to 
This Metropolis of our Land ; But here, in its Situa- 


tion, in its Trade and Commerce, in the Fruitfulneſs 
and the Beauty of the Country round it, in the Supe- 
riority of its Grandeur, Extent, and Riches, to moſt 
other Cities in the World, the Parallel is ſo ſtriking as 
to need no Enlargement. Whatever Bleſſings of this 
kind the Ninevites had to boaſt of, it has pleas'd the 
Divine Providence to confer upon This City. For 
ſhould-it be allow'd that it falls ſhort of the Great City 
1 in its Walls, hw Buildings,” and in the 

| Number 


Niihnber of it titiabitants, Jet in thany Other Patil; 
cls it may be ſuppos'd greatly to go beyond i E 
ub 11821 


By che Mians of 'our Situation, the Feats of the” 


Earth of Every Climate, the Wealth and the Mänu- 
facture of every Other Country, is in ſdine ! 


made our Own; and almoſt All the Nations upon cartly 
may be ſaid to contribute largely to our Profit or our 


Pleaſure. In ſhort, There's Nothing neceſſary to tlie 
Wants of Nature, no Convenient Accommodation, no- 


thing requiſite to the higheſt Luxury and Ambition, to 
Private, Utility or to Public Ornament, but What is 
Hare in a Profuſion chat admits of A 
"Fagat this makes View of our Happinaſiits aCity;. 
let us look upon the Bleſſings of Another kind, more 
valuable in Themſelves and more extenſive in their In- 
fluence; — the Bleſſings of a Civil and Religious Na- 
I mr" n ad > Is | 452.08} T 
Ir has pleas d the Almighty Ruler in his great 
- Goodneka ta us, to fence and guard our Liberties with 
the moſt happy Government in the world; ; at an equal 
diſtance, from Popular Licentiouſneſs, and Arbitrary. 
ower, . 3 "It on 


e One is as Secure, eee 
10 — not indeed * bee. 48 
. 199d rl ; dering 


1 
dering our Liberty, and the Number of the Iahubit- 
ants, as the Wiſdom of Man can make them, and the 
Iniquitouſneſs of our 'Times IVE K | 


Bur the Religion and the Worſhip which. is [es 
eftabliſh'd—1 pray Cop we may leave it to our Chil- 
dren after us—is a Blefling that the Ninevites were per- 
fe& Strangers to; and which may be the Envy of 
Every Other Nation under Heaven. And tho' we can- 
not indeed affirm that it is Entirely free from thoſe 
Defects and Imperfections, to which Human Conſtitu- 
tions are ever liable, yet of the Purity of our Worſhip- 
from the dangerous Abſurdities of Idolatry and Super- 
ſtition, and of the Toleration which is granted to thoſe 
who differ from it, in Conformity to the moſt Excel- 
Tent part of our Saviour's Doctrine — which is That of 
Charity—of Theſe Bleſſings we may juſtly boaſt; and 
In this reſpect it may be ſaid, hat Gop bath not dealt 


fo with any Nation, neither had the Ninevites ſuch a 
clear and extenſive Knowledge of his Laus. 


BuT now Another Part of the ; Compariſon between 
us, is, the Return which we have made to Heaven for 
all this diſtinguiſh'd Bounty. And let the Iniquities of 
the Ninevites be as great and numerous as we can ſup- 
poſe, yet they cannot exceed Thoſe which We com- 
plain of; and which were moſt of them introduc d at 
the Time when That dreadful Deſolation we now 

comme- 


4+ 


* Pal, cxlvii, 20. 
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commemorate, was ſent as a Judgment upon This 
City. There is no neceſſity to enter into the Moral 
and Religious Character of That Reign, to ſhow the 
Principles which then prevail'd, and the Manners that 

were then in Faſhion. We are Ourſelves under the 
* of That Age of Wickedneſs, and the Harveſt 
of Profligate and Infidel Characters that we now reap, 
Is tg the Seed which was then ſown. 


'To defend Atheiſm wick the Arguments with which 
it was then defended, is not indeed the Mode at preſent; 
But ſtill it is Atheiſm upon Other Principles“: And 
to this it is owing, that we ſee ſuch a Contempt of 
rious Truth, and the Subjects which mend the Heart 
that Men mock at Reveal'd Religion and the Miracles 
that confirm it, and ſcoff at paſt Prophecies, as anti- 
quated Stories, Tales that never had an Accompliſh- 
ment. To this it is owing, that the Regulation of our 
Paſſions 1s turn'd into Ridicule ; and when Offences 
againſt Decency are quite out of the Queſtion, that 
' Offences againſt Heaven—howſoever daring—are ſel- 
dom cenſur d. For what can poſſibly be the Meaning of 
the outrageous Licentiouſneſs of the Common People, 
and That amazing Diſtraction of Mind which abounds 

| | C 2 | amongſt 


98 Among te Indel of our Days—thei vial and rain Cari their 
Mocking and Ridiculing, without and before Examination; the directing 
the whole Streſs of their Objections againſt particular Cuſtoms, or or par- 
ticular and perhaps uncertain Opinions, without at all conſidering the 
main Body of Religion ; their looſe, vain, and frothy Diſcourſes ; and, 
above all, their Vitious and Immoral Lives; ſhew plainly and undeniably, 


Gd the are not really Deifts, but my Goſs Dr. Clarke's Serm. at 
ures, Vol. 2. p. 32. | 


L121 


amongſt the Higheſt, but that Both ſorts perſuade 
themſelves, that there is not à Gop that Fudgeth the 
Earth *, and that the Scene of This World will ſome- 
time be ſhut up in everlaſting Darkneſs? But be their 
Meaning as it may—Our Streets are the common Scenes 
of Blaſphemy and Profaneneſs ; and we hear Men of 
all Conditions, talk as coolly and without Shame of 
committing Exceſs and Wantonneſs, as tho Good and 
Evil were the ſame ; mere Words of courſe; without 
any Difference in Nature or in Conſcience ; without 
reſpect or reference, to any Rule or Law, of Reaſon or 


of Gop; and ſo without Reward and without Pu- 
 niſhment, | 


: Taz People of Figure, who, we know, are call's 
. the Better Sort, and Thoſe who imitate their Follies, 
have carry d Amuſements of every kind — no matter 
how Abſurd or Fatal—to ſuch an aſtoniſhing Degree, 
that they are no longer now a Relaxation from In- 
duſtry, and a Relief from the Cares of Life, but they 
are become a perfect Buſineſs, and preferr'd to Duties 
the moſt Important in a Public or Private Station. 
Every Serious Concern is neglected for ſuch Follies, 
| and likewiſe by the Other Sex, as well as, Ours; and 
rather than purſue a Character not in Taſte, rather 
than forfeit the good Opinion of Others who are Idle- 
neſs, and Vanity, and Profligateneſs Itſelf, they make 
5 rie e ae, 508. e 15 
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for ar ed little Ill-plac d and Poindleſs Raillery, be. 
come Idle, Vain, and * ee Ara 


In 2 


Insr EA; of an Attendance on the Public Worſhip, 
as as Examples to their Families, Examples to thoſe who 
have an Eye upon their Rank and Station, they even 
take no care to ſave Appearances ; but by an avowed 
Neglect of Divine Worſhip, and the molt licentious 
Indecencies on the Day appointed for it, they turn Re- 
ligion, and a Regard to Heaven, into a Je | 


To this ſame Contempt of Principle it is owing; 
that Public Spirit is ſo much out of Faſhion, and a 
Baſe Selfiſhneſs Prevails ; and that the firſt paſſes ge- 
nerally for Enthuſiaſm in Politicks, as Piety does in 
Religion. In a word, To this ſame audacious Contempt 
of the Gop of Heaven, it is owing that the moſt ſo- 
temn and deliberate Oaths are trifled with; that Men 
ſwear to This Eſtabliſhment, as a Qualification for 
Places of Power or Profit, and yet manifeſt their 
Averſion to it but too apparently in their Hearts; in 
their Hearts ?—nay, ſome have glory'd'in their Shame, 
and with an Affurance equal to their Impiety, have 
affected to ſhow it in their very Dreſs. The Reflection 
indeed is Dreadful, that with all the good Senſe” and 
Improvement which We have to make our Boaſt of, 
there never was an Age, perhaps, in which Religion 
was ſo profeſſedly laugh'd at and abandon'd'; when 
promiſcuous Lewdneſs was ſo much practis d; Ex- 


amples 
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amples in Vice fo Public and Diſtinguiſh'd ; and, in 
ſhort, when ſuch an infolent and avow'd Licentiouſneſs 
abounded as the Faſhion of the Times, as it is our Un- 
happineſs at this Day to lament. 'This is a ſhort View of 
the State of Morals and Religion now amongſt us, and 
a very dreadful State it is ;—enough ſurely to convince 
us, that We have not come ſhort of the Iniquities of 
e e e e eee ee 


An this being our State with regard to'Gop that 
governs the World, what do we imagine that this can 
end in? The Ninevites had a Meſſage by the Pro- 
phet Jonah, upon the Sight of ſuch Iniquities, that 
their City ſhould be overthrown ; and the Conſequence 
of this Meſſage was their Repentance and Humility, 
And would to Gop the Compariſon did not fail us in 
this Particular; either that our Iniquities were not ſo 
great as the Iniquities of the Ninevites, or that we 
might hope we ſhould be prevail'd upon as ſpeedily 
to Repent ! But alas! Our Fathers finned as did the 
Ninevites; and tho' admoniſh'd by the Patriarchs and 
Prophets of antient time, by our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles, tho warn d of Gop himſelf by the Judg- 
ments of War and Peſtilence, yet they did not return 
unto him; But Pride, Oppreſſion, and Fulneſs of 
Bread, —as the Form of our Devotion for This Day 
confeſſes — making This City like the Cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, at length he puniſh'd them with a 
hens anſwerable to their Sins: A mercileſs Fire 129 

an 
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and a devouring Flame. overſpread- ſuch a Deſolation, 
that tho the Peſtilence had juſt before left its Houſes in 
a manner without Inhabitants, the remaining Inhabit- 
ants were left by the Fire without Houſes ;. without 
Houſes of Prayer, as well as without Houſes to dwell 
in 5 the Magnificent Temple—in the place of which 
This Temple ſtands being not. excepted out of the 
Number that were at That time deſtroy d. Our Fa- 
thers faw this, and were afraid; They were amaz d 
indeed and 'terrify'd at the awful Judgment ;. but yet 
it being intended as a Motive of - Converſion, and not 
as an Inſtrument of Violence, Hammann 
were ſoſten d. | 


Ov Ears have heard this, and They have declar'd 
this unto us; We have had- the ſame Admonitions,, 
and the ſame Light of Seripture, with the additional 
Vuſtruction of this dreadful Event, to bring us to Re- 
pentance and a Better Mind; but yet Our Iniquities, 
Uke Theirs, have gone up before Go: And as our 
Vices agree, ſo there is a ſignal Agreement in the way 
of Gop's dealing with us; He hath made bare hit holy 
Arm in the Eyes of all the Nations *, and ſent his 
Judgments one after another, n pact 4 
Em: * 


Wx have had a Lain nile; and a Bloody 
War; we Faſted and Pray d before the Gop:of Hea- 

| ven. 
Ia. Iii. 10, 
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ven for Succeſs, and yet our Forces did not always 


conquer; The Weight of Providence — and an irre- 


ſiſtible Weight it is — was many times in the Scale 


againſt us, to cure the Pride of thoſe who did delight 


in War, and to teach us, notwithſtanding our much- 


boaſted Valour, that tbe Heavens do Rule, and that 


vain is the Help of Man. Amongſt many other Mi- 


ſeries which This War occaſioned, our Rights and 
Properties, our Liberty and Religion, were in the ut- 
moſt Danger by a Rebellion; An Invader of Theſe, 
to our Amazement and our Terror, was in the Centre 


of the Kingdom; and this had almoſt brought the Ca- 


lamities of a Civil War to our very Doors: We have 
had for a long time a Contagious Diſtemper among 
the Cattle, which it is not in the Power of Human 
Skill to put an End to: And to theſe there have been 
added Judgments — and very late ones, the Effects of 


which are at this Moment vifible—of the ſame kind with 


That which we are now met to deprecate ; reſtrain'd in 
Degree indeed thro' the great Mercy of Gop, but yet 
the Degree very ſufficient to alarm us. —Alarm'd we 
were once, and That prodigiouſly ; I appeal to your 
own Fears for a Proof of this, and to the laudable 
Activity which many of you exerted at That dreadful 
Fire, which rag'd in the very Principal and moſt Im- 
portant Part of this Trading Capital. It pleas d Gop, 
It muſt be own d, to ſpare us at That Time, and to 
puniſh us to Correction only, and not to abſolute De- 
ſolation.— Happy They who were corrected by it! 

| But 


e 
But we have not yet for all this hearken 4 unto the. 
Lord, as the Ninevites hearken'd unto Jonah; for 


they turned Every one immediately from tis Evil 2 ; 
and * the Violence that was in their Hands.” | 


A * 
* - G 7 
yn * * 4 


w x come now therefors to Conclude the Whole MN 
with ſome Reflexions that may be of great Uſe to 
Us, and of peculiar Propriety to this Solemnity: And 
Should they draw out This Diſcourſe to a much greater 
Length than is in theſe Days approv'd of, yet this will 
be no Objection to Serious Perſons — affected with the 
{ad Occafion of our Meeting, and the melancholy . 


Proſpect of our own approaching Ruin—and to . 
there needs no Excuſe. 


FRo the Account which has been given of Ge ob's 
dealing with the People of Nineveh, we may not ay 
form a Judgment of the Behaviour which He requires 
of us in our preſent Circumſtances, but of what we 
may expect from his Providential Adminiſtration. And 
indeed, it is evidently the Intention of the Hiſtorical | - 

Part of Scripture, that we ſhould ſo apply and under- 
ſtand it, as to make it an Admonition of our own - 
Duty to Gon; and a ſort of Impiety towards his 
Providence not to make ſuch a Moral Uſe of * 


Tus People of Nineveh, it is ſaid, had 1 been guilty | 
of moſt notorious and abominable Immoralities; and 
well would it be for Us, if we could conceal a Spirit 
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of Profaneneſs and Infidelity, a Spirit of Luxury and 
Profuſeneſs, and a remarkable Decay of Zeal about 
Religion, in this great and antient City Under ſuch 
Circumſtances of Guilt, the Prophet Jonah, as we 
have ſeen, had an immediate Commiſſion to declare 
from Gop Himſelf, that the City of Nineveh ſhould 
ſpeedily be overthrown. This ſhows us too plainly 
to admit of any Diſpute, that We are now in a Con- 
juncture that ſhould awaken all our Care — and the 
more ſo, as it is againſt the Voice of Faſhion—by an 
awful Veneration of the Gop of Heaven, to oppoſe 
the Torrent of Levity and Ungodlineſs.* The Prophet 
Jonah, tis true, was an immediate Meſſenger from 
the LorD of Hoſts ; and we may flatter ourſelves, it 
may be, that our Obligations to Repentance are not 
ſo ſtrict and preffing, as the Obligations of the Nine- 
vites, becauſe no one is now ſent immediately from 


Heaven to warn us of the Vengeance of an offended 
\ Deity, 


Bur have we not in reality much more than this, 
and are we not encompaſsd with a whole Cloud 
of Witneſſes? We have Moſes and the Prophets, 
our Bleſſed Lord and his Apoſtles, the Preaching of 
this Meſſenger, and the Example of this very People, 
All exhorting us to Repentance, and ſhowing the Dan- 
ger of our Condition from the Corruption of our 
Hearts. We have known the Judgment of Gop 
in the Burning of This City for the Sins of our Fore- 

2 | fathers ; 
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fathers; and within theſe few Days we have had Events 
S the ſame dreadful ſort Ourſelves : The Calamities of 
this kind, it muſt be own'd, come thick upon us: 
And from the Contagion among the Cattle which till 
continues ; from a Spirit of Gaming, which bids De- 
fiance to our Laws and Government, and which has 
poſſeſs d all Ranks of People — (let it not be ſaid, 
and yet, O Heavens! it muſt be ſaid, that Men of 
the Firſt Rank are guilty of it to a Degree of Mad- 
neſs — which is the Source of the moſt horrid blaſ- 
phemous Imprecations, and which muſt inevitably 
deſtroy, not their own Grandeur only, — would to 
Gop That was all — but likewiſe the happy Liberty 
of our Country); from the Sacrifice that is daily 
made, of the Wealth and Proſperity of this deluded 
City, to the Faſhions, and the Follies, and the Com- 
merce, of our Enemies ; from a prodigious and very ter- 
rible Encreaſe of Popery; and from the little Hope there 
is of a Reformation in our Lives — I ſay, from theſe 
things put together — we may conclude that the Hand 
of G op is ſtretched out ſtill upon us; either to prevail 
with us at length to hearken to his Counſel, and to chuſe 
his Fear; or if not, as He is mighty to Deſtroy as well 
as Save, to ſhow that he will fend Jo SO, and 
other ſorts of Puniſhments. 


How ſoon, alas! they may come upon us, and in 
what Ways His Wiſdom will proceed to an Execution, 
it is Gop Himſelf only knows; but from our abomi- 


D 2 | nable 
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nable Impieties, and from the many Tokens of his 
Wrath in vain inflicted upon us, we may gueſs that 
our Deſtruction is at no great Diſtance from us. It is 
an Obſervation of Machiavel—an Author not ſuſpected 
of being Righteous overmuch—and he lays it down as 
a Rule in foretelling the State of Nations, that we 
“ cannot have a greater Sign of the Ruin of any Peo- 
« ple, than to ſee the Worſhip of Gon deſpiſed *.” 1 
chuſe to avail myſelf of the Authority. of this great 
Politician, becauſe of a ſtrange Affectation of late 
amongſt us, of giving the Preference to Profane Au- 
thors rather than the Word of Gop. And if there is 
any Weight in the Authority of this conſummate 
Stateſman, if there is any Fruth in Reaſon, Scripture, 
and Experience, we may then expect that the Lok D 
will in a little. time -avenge Himſelf of ſuch a People 
as We are, and viſit us for theſe things in his Wrath. 


LET us look round upon the many crying Enormi-- 
ties of This City, and ſee, as it has been obſerv'd, how 
faſt we ripen for Deſtruction; how. Religion has loſt 
c its Power upon the Heart, and. Things every Day 
proceed from Bad to. Worſe ; how Magiſtracy is 
« contemn'd,, and Dignity and Order ſunk to the 
« common Level ; how Opulent and Noble Families 
« are undone, our Children are Ungovernable, and 
« our Servants. Extravagant, Idle, and Unfaithful ; 

« how the Public Peace is * the Repoſe of 
ä the 
. Diſe. B. 1. Ch 12. 
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<« the City broken by daily Robberies, and Murder 
e itſelf committed frequently in the Streets, almoſt 
under the Seat and Throne of Magiſtracy *;” Let 
theſe things be confidered, with what has been faid 
already, and who will not dread to think, that a Peo- 
ple thus exceedingly Infatuated, withont Virtue and 
without Piety, without Integrity and Public Spirit, 
may ſoon be given up to'Gop's righteous Judgments 
in every Public Deſolation !———Who does not tremble 
to think, that with the Loſs of our Liberty, our Pro- 
perty, and Religion, we may become a Province to 
our Enemies; or even that we may be drove away 
from the City of our Fathers, and leave it to the Inherit- 
ance of them that Hate us! — In ſhort, Who does 
not dread the Weight of Gop's Diſpleaſure in ſome 
great Event or other, againſt a People thus obdurate, 
and who have ſo long forgotten Him, unleſs we labour 
ſpeedily to prevent it! 


TAE Queſtion then is— 1 it is to be lep that 
we are in Earneſt as Good Citizens — how it is poſſible 
to prevent it? Can it be by a Contimuance and En- 


creaſe of Wickednefs ? — If fo, let us go on and 
proſper. — Let the Sons of Violence, and of Riot, in- 


vent, if it be poſſible, ſome New Offences againſt 
Heaven, ſome Unheard of Bold Impieties, © to ſecure 
Aus againft Open, Ne) to 8 Gop himfelf 

Wit 


„ See the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury's "af Sermon at Len- 
A 1747. 
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<« in his Wrath.” But I vill anſwer, that Gop ts 
greater than Man, and that none ever harden'd himſelf 
againſt the Lor D and proſpe”d x. If then His Ven- 
geance is not this way to be prevented, can we turn 
away his Anger by true Repentance ? — Yes, this, 
My Brethren, will prevent it; for when Gop faw 
that the Ninevites forſook their Abominations, He re- 


pented of the Evil which He had ſaid He would do unto 
them, and He did it not. 


. T E E Neceſlity of our 18 therefore being 
apparent, leſt Gop ſhould puniſh us yet ſeven times | 
more for our Iniquities Þ, let us be exhorted to a real 
Repentance of thoſe Sins which are. the moſt heinous 
and univerſal. . But then the Queſtion again occurs, 
How ſhall this Repentance be wrought, when * 
Judgments of Gop have been without Effet ? — 
Our Compliance with this Solemnity is a mere Exter- 
nal Humiliation, or at beſt the Seriouſneſs of a Day : 
Many Private Perſons may mourn too for this City, and 
for the Wickedneſs of them that dwell herein, and we 
may hope for a good Effect of their Supplications : — 
-But this is not enough. — The Overflowings of Un- 
godlineſs call aloud for the Example and the Diligence 
of thoſe in Power, to take away all Public Abomina- 


tions. And under ſuch general Judgments as we feel, 


and have Reaſon yet to expect, we can never do our 
Duty, till Every One is affected like the conſcious 


1 Prophet, 
5 + Lev. xxvi. 28. 
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Prophet, and take up his Confeſſion; I Eno that for 
my Sake this great Evil is come upon you *, Let us 
not then, eſpecially, apply theſe Reflexions to Others 
whom they may ſuit, wipe our own Mouths as Inno- 
cent, and acquit Ourſelves of any Guilt. In many 
things, it is too true, Go p knows, that we have All 
offended ; Our own Reformation is neareſt to us; and 
conſidering the Nature of the Solemnity which we are 
now engag'd in, that it is a Work of great Abaſement of 
Ourſelves, let us firſt begin at Home ; and having taken 


away the Plague of our Own Hearts, let the ſame Care 
be ſhewn to All within our Influence. 


ANp here give me leave to be a little more parti- 
cular ; Let me fay with the Freedom which becomes 
the Solemnity of this Occaſion ;—The Place and Cha- 
rater I ſpeak in require it of me; — that this is a 
Duty more immediately incumbent upon Y ov, who 
are the Chief Magiftrates of This City; and a Woe is 
denounc'd againſt You, if ye bear the Sword in vain. 
—— You are the Minifters of Gov, as St. Paul ſays; 
You have the Supreme Authority to be @ Terror to 
Evil Works, and ought continually to attend upon this 
very Thing +. This is a Character of great Dignity, 
with which You are inveſted by your Fellow-Citizens, 
but which refle&s Honour upon You in proportion as. 
it is exerted for Their Good. It lies therefore upon 
' You, as the Guardians of the Morals, as well as of 
® Jonah i, 12. + Rom, xiii. 6. 
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the Rights and Liberties of the City, not only to 
ſhow Examples of Piety, of Obedience to the Laws, 
and of every Public Virtue, but likewiſe to do All 
That Service to Gob, and This your City, which 
* your Power as Magiſtrates enables you to do, and 
your Reputation as Good Citizens requires. A Neg- 
le& of the Public plainly gives it up; and if the 
greateſt Part of the People are ſeen to be very Guilty, 
You will never be thought to be wholly Innocent. 


Tax Obſervation of the Sabbath, to promote a ſe- 
rious Awe of Gop in the Hearts of the Common 
People, is of too great Importance to be lighted ; 
And after being Examples Yourſelves, of That Hu- 
mility which is due to the good Maker of all things, 
in his Public Worſhip, there is nothing which more 
deſerves to be the Object of your Zeal. —Example, 
we know, has a great and extenſive Influence, and in 
Many Things Example is the only Means of doing 
Good ;— In theſe things let your Light ſhine before us; 
— but where Puniſhments may be added, Example 
only will not do. The Laws are ready, and the Ini- 
quities of the Guilty, and the Fears and Injuries of 
the Innocent, make a Demand. of your Execution. 
Let theſe. then employ your Care; remembring al- 

ways, notwithſtanding the londeſt Pretenſions of Zeal 
and Patriotiſm, that He is the Beſt Magiſtrate, and the 
Greateſt Citizen, who does the Moſt Good in his 
* and Private Station, — The Taſk indeed is 


Difficult, 
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Difficult, in whatever Shape it is undertaken, to op- 
poſe with. any Succeſs the Vices which are become al- 
moſt the Genius of the Nation, and the very Faſhion 
«of the Times we live in. But yet—Difficult as it may 
be = to thoſe who make any Conſcience of doing the 
Duties of their Office, as the Miniſters of Gop and 
the Magiſtrates of the People, this may be a Diſ- 
couragement, but it will not be an Excuſe. 


Au therefore— To! Conclude—Let it not be ſaid 
in Generations yet to come—if indeed there ſhall be 
a Generation of Proteſtants and of Engliſhmen after 
This—that You ſat in Council as the Governors of 
This City, when an Obſervation of the Sabbath was 
profan'd and lighted ; when Popery and Diſaffection 
to the Government were cultivated ; when Gaming 
and Levity were the Bane of Trade and Induſtry; 
when Intemperance and Uncleanneſs polluted the pub- 
lic Streets; when Common Swearing and Curſing, 
Perjury and Falſe Evidence, were the Reproach of 
our very Name ; and that You calmly looked on, and 
permitted theſe Iniquities to Corrupt and Diſpirit, to 
Weaken and Impoveriſh us, as well as to rob us of all 
Title to God's Blefling, without making any Attempt | 
to Hinder or Suppreſs . | 


Bur Let it danke you Study, Let your Hearts 
de now awaken'd above all things to conſult the Ho- 

nour of our Maker, and the Advancement of true 
E Religion; 
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Religion: And if God ſhall be pleaſed by your Means, 
to bring this Great but Sinful People to Repentance, 
and to ſave them from that Gulph of Miſery, upon 
the Brink of which, alas ! both You, and We, at pre- 
ſent ſtand, how will all Generations call you Bleſſed! 
Four Names will be more Honour'd than Words 
can Honour them, and your Memory laſt longer than 
the Monuments of Braſs and Marble. Beyond the 
Recompence of Men, beyond the Breath of Fame and 
"Uncertain Popularity, The L o'r d+ Himſelf will be 
your Reward ; Your Seed ſhall. poſſeſs this City, in 
the Enjoyment of the Bleſſings of Peace and Plenty; 


and ſhall leave it for an Inheritance to Their Children 
after 1 them far ever. 
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